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Agents in Greek CIA form

new union, threaten strike

MIAMI HERALD
10 February 1986

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/13 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000706500002-5

By LEE STOKES
Special to The Herald

ATHENS, Greece — “Dimitris,”
as he called himself, sat in a small,

m y
onoia

W
e tem headquarters

> agents of the
Greek Central Intelligence Agen-

cy.

A somber Byzantine icon of
Jesus hangs on one wall, while a
black-and-white picture of Prime
Minister Andreas Papandreou, to
whom the agency now is directly
responsible, sits forlornly behind
two packs of Greek cigarettes.

Like any labor movement, the
union of agents of the Central
Intelligence Agency (or KYP as it
is known in Greek) is out to get a
better deal for its members.

“If the prime minister doesn’t
accept our demands, we shall go
on strike, camp outside his door-
step and invite the press to

hotograph us at work,” said

mitris, a short, well-built, mid-
dle-aged high school graduate, on
behalf of the newly formed KYP
union committee.

Downplayed in press

KYP’s struggle to improve the
fot of its agents has been down-
played in the Greek press for
“reasons of national security.”

“We work long hours, receive
small salaries and have no chances
of promotion becsuse senior posi-
tions in the service are automati-
cally occupled by military offi-
cers,” Dimitris sald. '

Two other KYP smployees and
union members present in the
apartment .nodded in approval.

For KYP agents to meet repre-
sentatives of the press, let alone
make demands from the govern-
ment through & union, would have
been unheard of before the Social-
ist government came to power five

“Times have changed,” howev-
er, and the ball started rolling
when members of ‘the feared riot

lice, or MAT, gave interviews to

ftist papers saying they were
-victims “of the system and their
senior officers.”

Riot police members started
.speaking to the press after their
deputy commander was assassi-
nated by “sovember 17" .an
underground leftist terrorist esmtu:o
that since 1875 has claimed the
lives of dozens of U.S. officials and
senior Greek police officers.

First unfon

KYP, however, is the first

mch o:m the ncudrlty forces to
s on and proclaim

“democratic ideals.” - Its

“We are dol Rg wrong.

.. We're just following what the

Socialist government says about
workers' rights, for we are work-
ers as well,” Dimitris said.

The Socialist government seems
quite taken aback by the whole
affair. :

Government spokesman Antonis
Kourtis said KYP’s case is “being
examined” but refused o .com-
T eoandrood has opealy refused

apandreou ' y re

to meet a KYP union delegation,
and his personal police bodyguards
have received orders to carry KYP
agents away If they try to camp
outside his doorstep.

- There are those who think the
KYP union is making “s big

zrvlce.” dulglx yaﬂ former: KYP
rector, Gsen. akoﬂ'q:ueot-
80 ulos, - .. i

‘Pepageorgopouios also opposes
changes in senior KYP ‘personnel
being made by the Soclalist gov-
ernment. ’ -

' “Political parties in Greece
make the mistake of thinking that
when they come to power, they
l;l:l:t“ zhanze the KYP hierarchy,”

‘Unwise’

“That is unwise, for it takes a
. military officer a long time to gain
:'the - experience and have the
-information which will allow the
gmvmmen; to protect the llutl'on's
" Papageorgopoulos said.
KYP’s latest d.q;;:g commander
is alr force Brig. llgpos Make-
dos, a former Greek Embassy
attache in Washington.
tours 1 reports. sent o Athoms
- s re sen ens,
Soervants of Ipedbion and o
ooy " and of
‘*hawing a fascist mentality.” .
' ” These reports later were Jeaked
by the oconssrvative opposition

" While the pro-Moscow Commu-
‘minte wmﬁo' this a-em of
‘the Gresk-American commwmity,
the -main opposition conssrvative
‘New. ‘Democrats are ap by
i 3-whole affair, and the situation

1 KYP agents campin .o':wde
8 prime minister's door‘toﬂnore
by s el e
d,” one opposi-

tion commen!
mmem . m‘ han



